Partner Organization Project Proposal

Conservation Leadership through Learning - Colorado State University
Thank you for your interest in CLTL. We are excited to work with you to develop Capstone Project
opportunities for our students. Please read through our Project Partner webpage. Then fill out this project
interest form to propose your project idea and email it to: cltl@colostate.edu

Organization Infromation
Organizational Name Bluff Lake Nature Center
Website www.blufflake.org
Primary Contact Jon Fitzpatrick
Contact Email jonathan.fitzpatrick@gmail.com

Capstone Project Information

Students will complete coursework at CSU from August 2019 - May 2020. Capstone project fieldwork will
occur approximately June 1 - October 1, 2020, with all deliverables due by December 1, 2020
✔
✔

Please check this box to acknowledge the dates above.
Please check this box to acknowledge that you read through the Project Partners webpage.

List and briefly describe the potential topics a CLTL students might address for their capstone project:
1. Development of a site monitoring plan: Could use to track changes to the lake, the plants, the animals, and human
use at Bluff Lake over time. Since its creation in 1994 following the deconstruction of Denver's Stapleton International
Airport, BLNC has been open to the public. Prior to that time, the site was not open to the public for a period of nearly
70 years. During that time, it evolved essentially untouched by humans, and there is limited information about the site's
characteristics even today. This project would involve establishment of baseline parameters related to flora, fauna, and
human uses, and establish a methodology for tracking the impacts/effects of each over time into the future, allowing
BLNC staff to understand and evolve as usage patterns change at the site due to changes in nearby populations,
demographics, and social conventions.
2. Carrying capacity report: Taking into account shifting population characteristics of the area, school field trips,
summer camps, etc. Need to balance "wildlife refuge" with "outdoor classroom" and general "natural area"
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Please describe the staff/team our students can anticipate working with, or if the student should expect to
work mostly independent:
Student would work closely with Executive Director, Site Manager, and Education Coordinator.

The core learning objectives of the CLTL program are below. Please check each objective that the
proposed project would likely meet.
✔ Analyze conservation issues from multiple disciplines and stakeholder perspectives

✔

Gain skills to collaborate with diverse stakeholders and individuals

✔ Utilize systems thinking to examine conservation issues
✔

Apply inter-disciplinary problem solving approaches to conservation issues

✔ Apply inquiry tools and methods to address conservation issues
✔

✔

Effectively communicate via varied media, academic deliverables and presentation tools
Demonstrate leadership skills to work effectively in group environments

Capstone projects should provide opportunities for students to apply knowledge from their CLTL
coursework. Please check the topics the proposed project would address.
✔ Biodiversity
✔ Governance/ Decision-making
✔ Facilitation
✔ Spatial analysis
✔ Social science research methods
✔ Conservation & Development
✔ Participation on teams

Systems thinking
✔ Policy
✔ Ecosystem Services
✔ Collaborative Conservation
✔ Leading others
✔

Project Details
Desired number of students 2-4

(Projects that can accommodate 2-4 students are preferable)

Please indicate in-kind support that student(s) would receive (check all that apply). Note that projects with
in-kind support are more competitive; and therefore can attract a higher caliber student:
Rooms and board (full)
Translators
Travel to project location from home country
✔ Orientation to area/project
✔ Opportunities to support other projects
✔ Travel within/around project location
Additional support
Please describe:

Room and board (partial)
✔ Project assistant(s)
✔ Workspace
Assistance with finding housing
Research permits, if applicable

Please elaborate on any of the checked items above, if necessary:
Project assistants would be a "possible" contribution based on BLNC budget in a given year.

Preferred/Required skills and experience of the student(s)
Language Proficiency:
Technical Skills:

✔
✔

Preferred

✔

Preferred

Prior experience in country/region:

✔

Required

Specify language: Spanish preferred, English req'd

Required

Please Specify: survey creation and execution

Preferred

Required

Please describe the connectivity at project site (e.g., internet access, mobile phone coverage):
mobile phone yes, internet available at office, not at site (which is about 5-10 minutes from office by car)

Please provide an estimate for housing and living expenses at the project location (per month):
$1750

Will a research permit be required?
Additional Comments:

Yes

✔ No

Thank you for proposing a capstone Project. We will contact you with further questions about the proposed
project idea. If you have questions, please contact us at: cltl@colostate.edu

