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WCNR Undergraduate students 
Bonnie Greenwood and Tory Wil-
son have been working in collabo-
ration with the Bobcat Ridge Natu-
ral Area. They have been re-
searching wildlife in the area, and 
placed eight cameras throughout 
the area. Their research has cap-
tured incredible images of local 
wildlife. Keep an eye out through-
out this issue for their images. Nice 
work ladies! 
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Hello everyone! I hope youõve had 
a wonderful summer.  Weõve em-
barked on a new academic year 
and the halls and classrooms are 
filled with our hard working and 
smiling students and faculty.  We 
have a new President, Dr. Tony 
Frank, who was officially inaugu-
rated just last week. Our Pingree 
summer field program coordinated 
by Rocky Coleman and Paul Layden 
was very successful.  And the answer to the question always asked---everyone 
came back in one piece.  This fall semester our freshman enrollment has increased 
18% in the college compared to last Fall. Within that increase, there has been a 
110% increase in non-resident freshmen, which is a percentage increase greater 
than any other College at CSU. In addition, we have increased the number of 
transfer students coming into the College by 26%. But we still need to work on 
recruitment and retention for the future.  Iõve asked Peter Newman, our Academic 
Associate Dean, to work aggressively on a recruitment and retention plan for the 
College and help us move forward toward the goal of increasing enrollment in all 
of our programs. 
 
Throughout the summer, we continued to meet with the College Leadership team to 
discuss Master Facility Planning for the on-campus units and what their current and 
future needs for space might be.  All of our academic departments, centers and 
labs have been asked to weigh in.   We will be hosting an all-College meeting on 
October 7&8 to gather input about some of the space scenarios about that have 
been developed so far.  The current schedule puts us on a path to have a plan by 
mid-December. 
 
For much of the past year faculty members in Forest, Range and Watershed Stew-
ardship and Human Dimensions of Natural Resources along with the Natural Re-
source Ecology Laboratory have been looking at issues related to reorganization.  
The focus is directed at improving our program, responding to reports and sug-
gestions about the need to revisit and redirect curricula toward interdisciplinary 
directions for 21st Century learning and focusing on academic excellence.   The 
faculty have worked very hard on this issue and it will be an increasingly impor-
tant initiative as we move through this coming year.  Stay tuned for additional 
information.  
 
Budget rescission planning remains a major priority as we try and look to the fu-
ture.  The  past year saw the College return about 5% of our overall budget.  
Under direction from the Provost, we are now looking at plans to return an addi-
tional 18% over the next four years.  Six percent of that is being considered for 
FY 2011.  This will pose some interesting challenges and I will make sure to keep 
you informed about how plans develop over the coming months. 

 

-Joe 
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Upcoming Warner CNR Events  

Warner CNR Happenings  

WCNR Open House: War-
ner College of Natural re-
sources hosts their annual 
open house to welcome back 
students. Join us in the atrium 
October 9th, from 3-4:30pm 
for food, friends and good 
times! 

Fall Commencement:  
December 18th, 2009  
7:00-9:30 pm. Congratu-
lations to the graduates! 

 

A Portrait of Passion: The Warner College of Natural Resources Unveils New 

Painting, August 4, 2009 

This spring, the Warner College of Natural Resources unveiled a new painting of 
benefactor, Ed Warner. Warner's $30 million contribution to the college in 2005 
has allowed the college to make many improvements in the natural resources pro-

gram and to the building itself. 

 

The life-size painting of Warner in a gold mine, painted by artist Susan Dickson, 

was commissioned to capture his essence as a geologist. The painting comes from 

a photograph that was taken of Warner in 2005 while on a trip with CSU stu-

dents. 

The unveiling of the painting was done in the newly remodeled atrium, which has 

become a learning-living laboratory themed in sustainability and eco-art. The 

atrium is now complete with alumni-donated native plants and eco-friendly art to 

help students explore the world around them even while being inside.  

 

People in attendance at the unveiling included: President Tony Frank, Dean Joseph 

OõLeary of the Warner College of Natural Resources, Joyce Berry, Vice President 

for Advancement and Strategic Initiatives, Ed Warner and Jackie Erickson, bene-

factors, Artist Susan and husband Norman Dickson, Geosciences alumni and friends 

of Warner. 

 

The painting is hung in the Warner College of Natural Resources atrium on the 

west wall, adjacent to the native plant beds that reside there. 

 

Lindsay Pearson, intern in the CSU Department of Public Relations, wrote this story. 

CSU and the Warner College of Natural Resources 
welcomes our new incoming freshman at Ram Wel-
come August 20-23, 2009. This orientation event 
was packed full of entertainment and icebreakers, 
helping the new students make a smooth transition 
into our college community. They had the opportu-
nity to explore our academic programs, meet fac-
ulty and staff, connect with fellow students, and 
learn about the many services available to support 
and supplement the college experience.  

Greenwood/Wilson research 
July 12, 2009 9:39 pm 

http://welcome.warnercnr.colostate.edu/
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WCNR Student Clubs and Organizations  

Second Annual Pingree Boat Race Draws Crowd 
The second annual (second session) NR220 boat race was held on 
August 10th at Pingree Park.  This year, there were 13 entries 
racing in 3 heats with semi-finals and a four boat final among of 
crowd of approximately 25 NR220 students.  Rules stipulate that 
all vessels must be whittled or carved from local wood with spe-
cific allowable dimensions.  Ian Petkash, a junior in FWCB, won 
with his boat the Brat Yacht.  Battling Ian in the final were Tyson 
Matthews (senior in FWCB), Daniel Sidder (junior in NRM), and 
Stephen Sheaffer (senior in NRM).  The race was officiated by Dr. 
Steven Fassnacht of the Watershed Science Program. 

Live Green 
Our great news is that Live Green received a grant along with Facilities to install metering systems in 10 dormitories and 
WCNR.  The meters will allow real time monitoring of energy usage in the dorms and the main NR building and the usage 
can be displayed in a website.  This is part of our Climate Action plan and the proposal was written in cooperation with 
facilities and SoGES.  Live Green students will work with facilities and SoGES to design a campus wide competition 
among the dorms to get their energy usage down through behavior changes among the students.  The grant was received 
from the Rocky Mountain Institute with Carol Dollard as the lead. 
 
Another grant received is in partnership with The Institute of the Built Environment where we received a small grant to 
start looking at ten buildings within Rocky Mountain National Park and evaluate their environmental footprints in terms of 
natural resources an energy.  This grant will fund three graduate students to work on energy evaluations for Rocky Moun-
tain National Park as an interdisciplinary team 

College Planning its Campus Facilities for the Future 
The College is engaged in an exciting and creative Facilities master planning exercise to determine space needs for of-
fices, classrooms, research laboratories and social spaces for the next  15 years (2010 ð 2025). Working with CSU Fa-
cilities Management and the architectural firm of RNL Design of Denver ð one of the leading sustainable architectural 
firms in the U.S. ð the College will develop a Facilities Master Plan document that will highlight the space needs and pri-
orities to serve the College missions. One of the outcomes of the process will be the initial concept and design for a new 
building or building addition, of approximately 80,000 square feet (Note:  for comparison, the current Natural Resources 
building is approximately 73,000 square feet).  The planning exercise involves all on-campus facilities and units. 
During the period 6-8 October the  College will host an Open House, with RNL, to meet with College groups and other 
stakeholders to gather input on two alternatives for the new building design. On 6 October, from 4-6 PM, in the Grey 
Rock Room of the Lory Student Center, the College will host a special all-College meeting to provide an overview of the 
process and to discuss College specific input and ideas. All on-campus employees of the College are asked to attend and 
participate in this important process. 
Questions regarding the Open House or the Master Planning process should be addressed to Bill Doe, Associate Dean for 
Research (William.doe@colostate.edu ). 
University and College establish record Externally Funded Research Grants 

In Fiscal Year FY09 (1 July 2008- 30 June 2009), the University reported a record $312 million of externally funded 

competitive research awards to faculty and researchers, despite the economic downturn and increased competition for 

federal and private grant money. During FY09, the Warner College received 501 total research awards, totaling 

$58.44 million. These totals do not include the over $9 m received by the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) during 

this same period. The combined Warner/CSFS total places the Warner College as the #1 College (out of 8) in total 

grant awards for FY09. Congratulations to all faculty, researchers, Departments and Special Units (CEMML, NREL, CNHP, 

etc.) that contributed to this milestone!!!! 

WCNR Happenings contd.  
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